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Duke Riley, (detail) Monument to Five Thousand Years of Temptation and Deception, 2021, found objects on panel, 27 1/2 x 68 1/2 inches
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Jane Lombard Gallery is pleased to announce its summer group exhibition: Punchline, a takeover of its Tribeca
space by the Boston-based Praise Shadows Art Gallery. Presenting works of various media from ceramics to
video games, the show is inspired by artists who use humor to communicate issues that are often considered
taboo or difficult subjects of conversation. Punchline is also inspired by our need for levity, our desire to laugh out
loud unexpectedly. The (art) world could use a little more laughter. The exhibition, featuring work by Jon
Burgerman, Reniel Del Rosario, Madeline Donahue, Divya Gadangi, the Guerrilla Girls, Garrett Gould, Oliver
Jeffers, Nina Katchadourian, Kalup Linzy, Duke Riley, and Ben Sloat, opens with a public reception on July 7th
from 5–7 PM, and will be on view through August 12th, 2022.

The OGs of using humor to drive home a message are the Guerrilla Girls, the anonymous group of feminist,
female artists devoted to fighting sexism and racism within the art world. Since 1985 they have used, according to
their bio, “outrageous visuals and killer statistics to expose gender and ethnic bias and corruption in art, film,
politics and pop culture.” The Guerrilla Girls will present nine iconic posters dating from 1989 to 2021.

Humor as a powerful tactic for persuasion is evident in the work of Duke Riley. Most humans have a difficult time
comprehending the scope of ocean pollution and our contribution to the problem. Rather than taking a
sanctimonious tone, Riley makes us laugh while simultaneously calling out our dependency on single use plastics.
An installation of colorful fishing lures? Look closer. The lures are made from ocean trash, including plastic
tampon applicators, toothbrushes, and lighters.

Four of Nina Katchadourian’s photographs from the Disasters section of the acclaimed Seat Assignment series
will be included, all deliciously funny depictions of anxiety while flying. One example, Pretzel Meteor (2012), is a
witty work that triggers everyone’s aerophobia by using two items at every passenger’s disposal: an inflight
magazine and a complimentary bag of pretzels.

Paintings include Oliver Jeffers’ Rescue the Future (2018) featuring a DeLorean crashing spectacularly into the



ocean; and a group of paintings by Jon Burgerman depicting adorable characters that capture our communal
sense of anxiety, including a large work titled Lexapro (2022).

Madeline Donahue’s presentation will include a table of ceramics, along with a small suite of drawings and
paintings, all depicting her tender and heart-warming moments as a mother to young children, always with a twist
of surrealism and hilarity.

Sculpture is also represented in works by two artists. Garrett Gould’s wall hanging wood sculptures might be
considered “realistic” if it were not for their absolute unrealism. Wreath (2022), is a perfectly finished, accurate
depiction of a New York City pretzel, except that it has small wood whistles all over it. Ben Sloat’s resin and
enamel figurine-like sculpture series is a parody of Koons' porcelain Michael Jackson and Bubbles.

Two video projects are also represented: a video projection of Art Jobs and Lullabies (Covered and Remixed)
(2015) by Kalup Linzy, and the playable video game Please Maintain Your Original Indian Beauty (2014) by
Divya Gadangi. Linzy’s work is a visual mixtape, covering tunes from Curtis Mayfield to Dionne Warwick, all
starring himself as versions of these fabulous icons. Gadangi’s video game is inspired by a barrage of texts from
her mother attempting to stop the artist from dying her hair. Set in her Staten Island childhood home, the player
navigates this house only to confront text bubbles from her mom, including the namesake “Please maintain your
original Indian beauty.”

Reniel Del Rosario’s installation is a dedicated space customized for this exhibition. Featuring a pegboard
system of small ceramic objects packaged in polybags and gallery co-branded hang tags, the hilarious titles and
satirical homages are tailored for New York City, New York art life, and even the other artists in the show.

Organized by Yng-Ru Chen, founder of Praise Shadows, many of the artists presented have been exhibited at the
Boston gallery, or are represented by the gallery, and some have worked with the gallery on public programs and
talks.

About Praise Shadows LLC
We believe that the art ecosystem is filled with untapped potential, and our work is rooted in partnering closely with artists to
develop opportunities in emerging models of creativity and entrepreneurship — exhibitions, commissions, brand partnerships,
new technologies, original concepts that no one has ever tried before. Praise Shadows Art Gallery is a commercial gallery
space in the Boston area showing the work of emerging and mid-career artists. It opened in December 2020. Praise Shadows
Art Partners advises artists and companies in the creative industries on strategic partnerships and marketing. Our work is
local, global, and virtual. www.praiseshadows.com

About Jane Lombard Gallery
Jane Lombard Gallery, although (re)opened in 2015, has a 25 year history and an established reputation for bringing to the
forefront artists who work within a global perspective/aesthetic relevant to the social and political climate of today. The
gallery seeks to promote both emerging and mid-career artists in a variety of media - painting, sculpture, installation and film
- in the US, Europe and Asia. Formerly Lombard Freid Projects founded in 1995, in SoHo, the gallery is currently located in
Tribeca.
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